| am inthe studio all day, alane
wyith rusic. Today | listened to
achubert Twovears ago, | did
an exhibition in which | painted
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the singers | like — Fatti 5Smith,
Marianne Faithiull, Jeff Buckley,
Cavid Bowie and others — as
though they were fiends of |\
mine who had came to model |
for me in the studic. \

Since returning from Mew York | have Svdm
every day, and in the past few yvears | have
crossed Lake Kinneret regularly. That was the
genesis of my latest exhibition "Sea of
Galilee " | spend about a2 10th of my life
underaater. On land | am a control freak, but in
the weater | have anillusion of lightness, so |
allow myselfto et go. But even there | conduct
a ot af arguments with myself.

lweas 3 student in Mew York in the
1930s, which was a turbulent periad. |
worked in Andy wwarhol's studio,
Fortunately, | am blessed with broad
zhoulderzs, 50l could 1it a massive
sjuredger and lug paint with it
hanging in & huge net. Even after two
vears of hard work | was ashamed o
askAndyio sign a3 Grace Kelly print
thatwas on itz way to the garbage can,
with other flaweed warks. It's notwaorth
a dallar bt is still hanging in my living
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A successtul work of art can change one's
way of looking at routine events, bhecause it
introduces the arist's distinctive gaze. For
example, the video work by Douglas
Gordon shout [Zinedine] Zidane, which
puts you in the place of the player for an
hourand a half of saccer, without sound, 0
front ofthousands of fans. His view of
Zidane's isolation in the face of the team
aid a roaring crowd that is silenced
accampanies me when l'watch games.

Hath my parents died of cancer. My father
died when lwas 21, There was something
thatwas stable in my life and then
suddenly disappeared. | am not waiting for
the disease ta strike me, too, hut
sometimes | am assaulted by bad
thougtits. | am always tense, never
relazed. In Pinter's "Ashes to Ashes" the
fermnale character says she always hears
the sound of a siren. | identify with that.

| dan't knowe il am a painter because | am
naot much of a talker, or whether vears of
painting hiave made me taciturn. When my
father drove me to places, he would tap me
on the knee to tryto get me to talk. When | try
to get oy san to talk in the car, he turns up
JackVWhite on the stereo. Ve smile in
understanding that talking 1s not obligatory,
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